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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Seidman report: Local economy flat for 2006 
West Michigan business confidence has suf-
fered a marginal decline and is expected to be 
flat for 2006, according to an annual report 
from Grand Valley experts. 
According to the report, employment growth 
is expected to be modest, at best 0.5 percent 
for 2006. Overall sales are expected to grow 
around 3 percent - a rate comparable to last 
year. Exports continue to be a bright spot; 
expected growth is 5 percent for 2006. 
The report was written by Hari Singh, profes-
sor of economics, and Nancy Boese, regional 
director of the Michigan Small Business & 
Technology Development Center. 
The forecast is based on a November 2005 
survey of businesses in greater Grand Rapids 
(Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan coun-
ties). The survey was mailed to the CEOs 
of 675 organizations based on a representa-
tive sample reflecting different sectors of the 
regional economy and the geographical diver-
sity of the region. A total of 151 organizations 
responded. 
The survey aims to historically track the over-
all business confidence of the Grand Rapids 
metropolitan area by a confidence index. This 
confidence index is scaled from O percent (no 
Photo by Adam Bird 
Hari Singh, professor of economics, discusses 
predictions for the 2006 economy at a news 
conference on January 13. 
confidence at all) to 100 percent (complete 
confidence). The results this year indicate that 
business confidence of the private sector is 
65.3 percent, down from 69.6 percent in 2005. 
The pragmatic optimism of recent years has 
been replaced by the notion that things are 
not likely to improve for a while. In 2005, 
expectations of higher interest rates, rising 
energy prices , the uncertainty due to the war 
on terrori sm, and weak job growth pros-
pects because of restructuring have further 
depressed expectations, the report said. 
Following well-publicized layoffs by major 
corporations in the West Michigan area, the 
regional labor market has been repairing at 
a slow pace. Traditionally, the regional and 
national economies have followed similar 
trends in terms of the business cycle. This 
year the actual economic situation in Michigan 
is relatively worse compared to the national 
economy. The manufacturing sector contin-
ues to decline as more consolidation in the 
workforce takes place, particularly in auto and 
auto-related industries . 
So what should Michigan's long-term strategy 
be? Some industries are ab le to capitalize on 
an expanding export market. More firms need 
to aggressively seek export oppo1tunities. New 
job opportunities in manufacturing are likely 
to be limited. At the same time, new industries 
and opportunities are emerging in other sec-
tors: health care, biotech, construction, and 
specialized services. State resources need to be 
leveraged to position Michigan strategically in 
these growth sectors of the future . 
···---------------------------
Speaker urges audience to follow King's examples 
If Ben Carson had listened to a college coun-
selor, he might have dropped out of medical 
school. 
Instead, Carson, the keynote speaker at Grand 
Valley 's Martin Luther King Jr. celebration, 
completed medical school, earned a pres-
tigious residency and eventually became a 
renowned pediatric neurosurgeon. 
Carson told a record crowd of 1,500 students, 
fac ulty and staff members gathered in the 
Fieldhouse on January 16 that many people in 
the world are "discouragers," like the coun-
selor who told Carson he "was not cut out for 
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medicine," or the hospital nurses who mistook 
him for an orderly. 
"When prejudice like that occurs, it 's not that 
people are mean, just ignorant," he said. 
Carson told the audience several more exam-
ples of prejudice that he encountered growing 
up in Detroit. After hi s parents divorced, his 
mother worked several jobs at a time to sup-
port their family. Despite having a third-grade 
education herself, she forced her two boys to 
read two library books a week, limited their 
see 'MLK' on page 3 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Ben Carson addresses the audience at the MLK 
celebration on January 16 in the Fieldhouse. 
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Across Campus 
Grand Valley wins 
second CASE award for fundraising 
Grand Valley's fundraising efforts 
were recognized by the Council 
for Advancement and Support of 
Education with a Circle of Excellence 
Award for 2005. 
The national Circle of Excellence pro-
gram honors exemplary development 
operations at member institutions. 
Institutions become eligible based on 
survey data received by the Council 
for Aid to Education and are selected 
by judges ' analysis of the data, not by 
application from the institution. Of 
the 274 colleges and universities con-
sidered this year for an award, 46 were 
named recipients. 
This is the second time CASE has recog-
nized Grand Valley for its development 
efforts; Grand Valley earned the same 
Photo courtesy of University 
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University Development staff 
members Karen Loth and 
Diane Purgiel accept the 
Circle of Excellence Award, 
presented by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education. 
fundraising improvement award in 2002. This year, GVSU was one of 
two schools (with Texas A&M University-Kingsville) winning in the 
Public Comprehensive Institution category. 
"We are gratified to receive this recognition a second time. Grand Valley 
has had the right projects at the right time with the right team of people 
to make our case for support," said Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for 
University Development. "The real credit belongs to our contributors and 
to the university itself for meriting such high levels of private support. 
Grand Valley keeps getting better and better." 
Martin named top coach in Division II 
Head football coach Chuck Martin was named Division II Coach of the 
Year by the American Football Coaches Association. 
The association presented its top coaching awards January 10 at its annual 
convention. Penn State's Joe Paterno, Appalachian State's Jerry Moore 
and Wisconsin-Whitewater's Bob Berezowitz were the other winners. 
Martin led the Lakers to a 13-0 record, the Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference title and the NCAA Division II championship in 
2005. 
Basketball games will be Webcast 
Three upcoming women's and men's basketball games will be streamed 
live on on the Internet. 
Games will be video webcast on January 23 vs. Gannon at 6 p.m.; 
February 11 vs. Findlay at 1 p.m. ; and February 25 vs. Ferris State at 6 
p.m. The live Webcast of the game is free and available at www.gvsu.edu. 
University promotes direct deposit 
This year, Grand Valley will focus on moving all faculty and staff mem-
bers and student employees to direct deposit for payroll. This initiative 
provides benefits to employees and budget-savings for the university. 
• Benefits to employees include: 
Convenience: Money will be in your account whether you are on vaca-
tion, sick or just too busy to deposit a check. Security: When there is no 
check there is no threat of theft or potential for loss. Reliability: Deposit 
will appear on your pay stub and can be confirmed by calling financial 
institutions or verifying balances online. Confidentiality: You will receive 
an e-mail with a .pdf file of your pay stub. 
• Benefits to Grand Valley include: 
Cost-savings: The university eliminate the cost of paper checks, bank fees, 
printer, toner and sealing equipment. Efficiency: Direct deposit eliminates 
the processes of printing, sealing, sorting, distributing, reconciling and 
replacing paychecks. Direct deposit is automated. 
For more information, visit the Web site: www.directdeposit.org. For 
GVSU direct deposit forms, visit www.gvsu.edu/busfin/ and click on 
"Forms." 
···--------------------------
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax : 616-
331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Open forums for presidential search held 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Scott Richardson, associate vice president for Human Resources, asked the Presidential 
Search Advisory Committee a question during an open forum on January 17. Two more 
forums are scheduled for February 20 adn 22. 
What's Ahead 
Writers Series presents 
Junot Diaz 
Grand Valley 's Writers Series presents Junot 
Diaz, a rising star in contemporary writing, on 
Wednesday, January 25, at 7 p.m. in the Cook-
DeWitt Center. 
His 1997 debut collection of short stories, the 
bestseller Drown, draws from his impover-
ished youth in the Dominican Republic and his 
struggle with immigrant life as an adolescent in 
New Jersey. 
Once praised by Newsweek as having "the dis-
passionate eye of a journalist and the tongue of 
a poet," his stories have appeared in The Paris 
Review, Best American Short Stories and The 
New Yorker. Diaz will read from his new and 
previously published work, then take questions. 
A book signing and reception will follow. For 
more information call the Writing Department 
at xl341 l. 
Concert will showcase 
authentic performance 
of Bach Cello Suites 
On the night of his 37th birthday, Pablo 
Mahave-Veglia will give a baroque cello con-
cert at Grand Valley. In the audience will be his 
72-year-old mother, from Chile, who has never 
before heard him perform professionally. 
The concert on Friday, January 27, will begin 
at 8 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall in the Performing Arts Center. He will per-
form Bach's Solo Suites No . 1, 2 and 3. 
The assistant professor of music credits his 
mother, the noted piano pedagogue Mercedes 
Veglia, as his earliest musical influence. 
Mahave-Veglia says he 's known he wanted to 
be a cellist since he was 6 years old. Part of that 
decision came from 
not wanting to take 
piano lessons from his 
mother, as his brother 
did, but finding his own 
instrument. 
Mahave-Veglia attend-
ed Interlochen Arts 
Academy for his last 
year of high school and 
studied cello with Crispin 
Pablo Mahave-
Veglia 
Campbell. He graduated in 1987 and returned 
to Interlochen for the first time last year to 
conduct a master class. Mahave-Veglia holds 
degrees from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Indiana University and the Eastman 
School of Music. After completing his master 's 
degree, Mahave-Veglia had what he calls an 
"inverse crisis." 
"I took a position teaching at the University of 
Evansville solely to support myself as I took 
auditions, hoping to join an orchestra," he said. 
"What I wasn't prepared for was how much I 
enjoyed teaching. I decided to pursue my doc-
torate degree and have enjoyed both teaching 
and performing ever since." 
Mahave-Veglia is among a very small percent-
age of cello performers who play baroque. 
His concert is a rare opportunity to hear an 
authentic performance of Bach's Cello Suites. 
The music source for his performance is from 
the hand-written copy by Anna Magdalena 
Bach, the composer's second wife and musi-
cal partner, since no manuscript exits from the 
composer's hand. 
Presentation addresses 
exercise and mental health 
Dawn Coe, assistant professor of movement sci-
ence, will talk about the importance of exercise 
and how it affects mental health during two 
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Work Life Connections brown bag lunches. 
Coe's presentations are scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 31, in room 303C of the De Vos Center, 
and on Wednesday, February 1, in room 250 of 
the Kirkhof Center. Both presentations will start 
at noon; participants are encouraged to bring 
their lunches. Register online at www.gvsu.edu/ 
worklife, click on "Upcoming Events." 
Women's Center invites 
you to ·indulge in a Cause· 
The area's best chocolate desserts and a silent 
auction highlight a fundraiser scheduled for 
February 2 that will benefit Grand Valley State 
University's Women's Center. 
"Indulge in a Cause" will run from 5-7:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 2, in the exhibition 
hall of the De Vos Center, 401 W. Fulton St. in 
Grand Rapids. Tickets are $30 ($5 for GVSU 
students) and available by calling the Women's 
Center at 616-331-2748 or sending an e-mail to 
womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Proceeds from the event will benefit the 
Women's Center scholarship endowment and 
Women 's Center programming. Scholarships 
are offered annually to nontraditional female 
students who may not otherwise qualify for 
financial aid. "Indulge" is the center 's key 
annual fundraiser. 
"The Women's Center uniquely serves as a 
place of intersection for various organizations, 
departments and individuals to come together 
on areas of mutual interest for women," said 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, director of the 
Women 's Center. "Collaboration is the corner-
stone of our current and future success and we 
appreciate the support we get from the campus 
and community to continue our work." 
···--------------------------
MLK celebration speakers urge participants to reach across divisions 
continued from page I 
television time and refused to let them play out-
side until their homework was complete. 
Her strategy worked - within a year, Carson 
was at the top of his class. After graduat-
ing from high school with honors, he earned 
a degree in psychology from Yale and then 
enrolled in medical school at The University 
of Michigan. He joined Johns Hopkins as a 
neurosurgery resident and at age 32 became the 
hospital's director of pediatric neurosurgery. 
Carson said he has tried to follow King's prin-
ciples and be more tolerant. He remembered 
being moved by watching television coverage 
of civil rights marches. 
"People walking arm-in-arm ... there used to be 
a lot of unity between black and white people 
at that time," he said. He urged students to 
push their peers to take up King's examples. 
"We should be extremely happy that there is 
diversity. It 's like having a bouquet of flowers ," 
Carson said. 
Speaking at his final Grand Valley MLK cel-
ebration, President Mark A. Murray pressed the 
audience to reach across economic, racial and 
gender divisions. 
"This day serves as a testament to what a very 
special gift Dr. King was to this country," 
Murray said. "Who 's going to do the work 
now? ... We are." 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through March 31 
Art Exhibition: Echoes of the Ancient World: 
Adaptations of the Classical Tradition. Art 
Gallery, PAC. Call xl2564 for information. 
Mon., Jan. 23 
1-7 p.m. : American Red Cross Blood Drive. 204 
KC. Call x12360 for more information. 
1:30-3 p.m.: Counseling Center On-Going 
Seminar: Living with Loss (5 sessions). 204 
STU. Call x13266 for more information. 
Tues., Jan. 24 
7-9 p.m.: Affirmative Action Forum with guest 
speaker Tyrone Bynum. 204 KC. Call x12120 
for more information. 
Wed., Jan. 25 
Noon: Women Connecting Series. New 
Expectations: Sexuality Education for Mid-
and Later-Life. 123 CHS. Call xl2748 for 
registration information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Duo Marini. CDC. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Open House. KC. 
Call xl2204 for more information. 
12:15-12:45 p.m.: Art Lecture. Melissa Morison 
presents a gallery talk on Echoes of the 
Ancient World: Adaptations of the Classical 
Tradition. Art Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for 
more information. 
7 p.m.: GVSU Writers Series. Junot Diaz. CDC. 
Call xl3411 for more information. 
Thur., Jan. 26 
5:30-6:30 p.m.: Student Life Panel Discussion. 
Serving Our Community, with speakers from 
the American Red Cross. CDC. Call x12345 
for more information. 
Fri., Jan. 27 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters, 107E 
DEV. Call x17337 for more information. 
6:30 p.m.: University Club hosts Texas Hold 
VENTS 
'Em Tournament. Press Club, Fifth-Third 
Bank, downtown Grand Rapids. Call xl7100 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Celloist Pablo 
Mahave-Veglia. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for more 
information. 
Sat., Jan. 28 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Women's Center Program. From 
Bugged to Blissful. Seidman House. Call 
xl2748 for registration information. 
Sports 
Mon., Jan. 23 
6 p.m.: Women's basketball hosts Gannon 
University. 
8 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Gannon 
University. 
Sat., Jan. 28 
Noon: Swimming and Diving hosts Northern 
Michigan University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kevin R. den Dulk, assistant professor of politi-
cal science, was interviewed by WGVU-AM for a 
story about his department's internship program. 
Sketches 
Cynthia Kleinheksel, education librarian, gave 
a presentation, "Student Ethics in the Electronic 
Age," at the Michigan Association For Media in 
Education conference in Detroit. 
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography and 
planning, gave a presentation, "What is Africa to 
Me? The Regional Representation of Africa in 
Undergraduate Geography of Africa Textbooks, 
1953 to 2004," at the annual meeting of the 
Ghana Geographical Association in Akosombo, 
Ghana. He was also named visiting editor for the 
Oguaa Journal of Social Sciences, published by 
the University of Cape Coast in Ghana. 
Mary Schutten, associate professor of movement 
science, gave two presentations, "Determining 
the Readability Level of Liability Release and 
Assumption of Risk Forms: Do Your Patrons 
Really Understand What They Are Signing?" and 
"Determining the Readability Level of Health 
Web sites and Informed Consent Documents: Do 
Your Students and Parents Really Understand 
What They Are Reading?" at the Fourth Annual 
Hawaii International Conference on Education. 
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, gave a presentation, "The 
Role of Phosphorus in Michigan's Waterways," 
at the annual meeting of the Michigan Turfgrass 
Association, Michigan Nursery and Landscape 
Association, and Michigan Forestry and Park 
Association, held in Grand Rapids. 
Al Steinman and Rod Denning of the Annis 
Water Resources Institute co-authored a chap-
ter, "The Role of Spatial Heterogeneity in the 
Management of Freshwater Resources," in the 
book Ecosystem Function in Heterogeneous 
Landscapes. 
John Harper Philbin, associate professor of 
communications, gave a presentation, "The Wide 
World of Shorts: Lessons from the Film Festival 
Circuit," at the Hawaii International Conference 
on Arts and Humanities. 
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